St. George’s Episcopal Church

/TO BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD'S UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026
8.00 am



Land Acknowledgement

We remember and honor the Indigenous people of the world, especially the Munsee
Lenape and the Mohican tribes, whose land we now occupy. This region was once their
home, and it was taken from them. Their continued presence on this land reminds us of
their resilience in the face of genocide and our continued complicity in the echos and
benefits of empire. We give thanks for them and express our gratitude for their witness on
how to live a life that is honorable and humble. May we always remember that the Earth
does not belong to us; that we belong to the Earth, and that we are all relatives in life. Help
us to learn from our past mistakes and be instruments of justice and peace for all people in
today’s world, particularly the original Indigenous inhabitants.

Welcome to St. George’s!

We'd love to get to know you!

S S Please take a moment to share your contact information with us. Scan the QR code
to connect online or fill out the form below and give it to an usher.
We're happy you are here!
Email
Phone
Service 8.00 am 10.00 am (circle one)



Worship lies at the beart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and
define our identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and
transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical
worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words, and actions through which public worship
is conducted. People’s responses are in bold.

Opening Acclamation
A singing bowl is chimed three times. The congregation stands as the bowl is chimed.

Blessed be the one, holy and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Collect for Purity
This prayer was an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the
medieval church before the reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to

this day

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Gloria
The Gloria, or some other song of praise, centers the service on the God we gather to praise
in our worship.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.



Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

The Collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the
day or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the

scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Liturgy of the Word.

The First Lesson
This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and
from which be often referred or quoted

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Exodus 14:19-31



The Psalm Psalm 114

The Psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with
God and one another. The Psalm is said responsively, by verse.

When Israel went out from Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,
Judah became God’s sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.
The sea looked and fled;
Jordan turned back.
The mountains skipped like rams,
the hills like lambs.
Why is it, O sea, that you flee?
O Jordan, that you turn back?
O mountains, that you skip like rams?
O hills, like lambs?
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
who turns the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of water.

The Second Lesson Romans 14:1-12

This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early
Church, the Acts of the Apostles of the Revelation to Jobn.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



The Gospel Lesson Matthew 18:21-35
This reading is taken from one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jobn), which
depict the life, teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We
stand for the Gospel reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and
actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the reading
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Canon Margot Peckham Clark
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It
illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.

The Nicene Creed

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the
Council of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the
Holy Eucharist and reflects what Christians believe regarding the relationship between the
Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit: The Holy Trinity.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,



begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People St. George’s Mission
The Leader and People pray responsively.

In love, we pray to you, God.

Silence



For your Church, messy and faithful, and for the work you give us to do;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

For all of creation: everybody, everything, every being seen and unseen, whom you love;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

For all leaders in our world and for those who lead in the community;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

For those who are hurt and in pain, those who are hungry and thirsty for justice and
new life;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

For Essex County and all who live here, especially those whom we do not know, but
whose lives are changed by ours and ours by theirs;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

God of refuge, who heard the cry of your people in exile, we pray for Haitians facing
return to a country still afflicted by armed violence, displacement, hunger, and insecurity.
We lift before you all those who have lost Temporary Protected Status in the United States
and now risk deportation amid continuing violence and instability. We lament when
protections end while grave dangers remain, and when parents must choose between
taking their children into harm’s way or leaving them behind in another’s care. Guard
those who are returned without resources or a safe place to go. Strengthen the people of
Haiti and all who labor for peace, security, and just government. Give wisdom and
compassion to those entrusted with decisions about refuge and return, that no one would
be sent knowingly into danger.

May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

For St. George’s- as we celebrate, as we serve, as we persevere, as we rest;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.



For the amazing blessings you give to the world and us, and for Your love that heals us;
Silence beld for the blessings we have experienced this week to be named.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

In our Diocesan cycle of prayer, our prayers this week are especially for the Clergy;
Wardens; Vestry and People of St. John's, Passaic and St. Paul's, Paterson; and in our Parish
cycle of prayer, we pray for Jane, Joe, Bennett & Rocco Ungaro; Kit Schultz, Chris Weber,
Teddy & Milly; Jason Wiggins; and David Williams & David Black.

In thankfulness for how you love us;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

For those who have died and for those who grieve;
Silence beld for the names of the dead to be offered aloud

In our memory and love of them, Lord Christ;
May we be instruments of your unconditional love.

Jesus, it is in your name that we offer our prayers and seek the strength to enact them.
As your Spirit transforms us to be an instrument of your unconditional love, may we
boldly explore our faith in you, seek justice in every aspect of our lives, and strive to be
agents of transformation and healing in the world around us. Amen.

Collect for the Anniversary of 9/11/2001, Episcopal Diocese of New York

Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and turns even the wrath of your children
towards your promised peace: Hear our prayers this day as we remember those of many
nations and differing faiths whose lives were cut short by the fierce flames of anger and
hatred. Hasten the time when the menace of war shall be removed. Cleanse both us and
those perceived to be our enemies of all hatred and distrust. Pour out the spirit of peace



on all the rulers of our world that we may be brought through strife to the lasting peace
of the kingdom of your Son; Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution
Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution), and showing signs of peace to one
another prepare us to receive Christ in the Sacraments of Holy Communion.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The People greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.



The Announcements
The Blessing of the Ordinary Time Riddels

The Blessing of the Backpacks

The Holy Communion

The Offertory

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received
forgiveness and shared the peace, we are prepared for the drama and miracle of the Holy
Commaunion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us,
symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. Please be seated as the gifts of
bread and wine are brought forward and the collection is received.

] ] Your giving is vital in continuin 7 OUT MISSLON and Ministry to be an instrument
TRt of God’s unconditional love in the world! You may offer your gift as the plate is

& ¥, passed, online at ¢-giving.stgeorges-maplewood.org, or by using the QR code.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 2

Enriching our Worship
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all
that God has done for us in the life, death and resurrection of Christ. The Great
Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts
corrvesponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and
gave bread and wine as sacraments of bis body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving
with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The people remain standing.
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds:
... lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:

The Sanctus
The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based
on Isaiah 6:3. The Sanctus is said by all.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider said the “Words of Institution” that Jesus
said at the Last Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death,
resurrection, and promise to return at the end of the age. During the prayers, the Holy Spirit is
invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God...

...to you be honor, glory, and praise,

for ever and ever. AMEN
The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the
presider bas prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in the Book of Common Prayer,
signifying the greatness of the congregational response.
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The Lord’s Prayer
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily

bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, now we pray:
Our Mother and Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ;
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Invitation to Communion

All who seck God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please
move at the direction of the ushers. Please receive the bread in open and outstretched hands
and respond to receiving Communion by saying “Amen.” Gluten-free wafers are available;
please make your need known to the minister. Receiving the bread only is a full participation
in the Eucharist. Wine is also available. If you wish to receive through intinction (dipping the
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bread), please let the minister know when you come forward to receive the bread. The
ministers will intinct for you. If you wish to drink from the chalice, after receiving the bread,
please move to the chalice to the left or right of the minister.

The Postcommunion Prayer
Please stand or kneel as we pray.

Let us pray.

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the people, after which they respond Amen.

The Dismissal
The Celebrant now dismisses the people, after which they respond
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. alleluia.

Join us in the Mary Lounge for Coftee Hour and a Town Hall Meeting

Bulletin Cover Art:

Swanson, John August. Moses, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://actlibrary.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/56554 [retrieved September
7,2026]. Original source: Estate of John August Swanson, https://www.johnaugustswanson.com/.
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Welcome to St. George’s!
If this is your first time as our guest, here is some helpful information:

Bathrooms are located in the Parish Lounge. The Lounge is located through the door to the left
of the altar area, continue straight, and it is the first large space you arrive at. If you are in need of a
nursing/changing area for your youngest, please continue in the same direction down the hall. The
Rector's office is open for your use during worship.

We offer Sunday School and Nursery care during our 10am service. At the beginning of
worship, we pray over our Sunday School, then send them off together. The older elementary group
meets downstairs in the classroom next to the Parish Hall (7zke the stairwell on your right as you leave
the sanctuary, then turn right into the Parish Hall). The younger elementary group and the nursery
also meet downstairs (From the Parish Hall, go up the stairs next to the stage).

Children are always welcome to remain in worship! We embrace the coos, ahhs, and cries of
children in worship; it is how they know to worship and their offerings are pleasing to God. Do not
fret it they make noise or need to wiggle a little. In the Narthex (back of the sanctuary by the front
doors), there are books, coloring sheets, fidget toys, and other faith based activities for them to engage
while in worship if they need them.

A Step out space is available in the Parish Lounge for any who might need a moment of quiet or
solitude during worship. The service is live streamed on the TV in the room, so you are still a part of
worship. The Lounge also has a water fountain if you need a drink, as well as books, creative
supplies, and fidget toys for those who need them.

Coftee Hour is located downstairs in the Parish Hall (7ake the stairwell on your right as you leave the
sanctuary, then turn right). We hope you will join us for some refreshment and conversation!

Our Ushers are happy to assist you during worship. Two are located in the Narthex (back of the
sanctuary by the front doors) and one is located by the back entrance leading to the rest of the church
building.
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Looking to connect with a ministry?
Here are the Vestry Ministry Companion assignments.

St. George’s Vestry
Senior Warden: Aleeda Crawley, Property € Grounds, Fundraising
Junior Warden: Magaly Denis-Roman, Social Justice € Advocacy
Denise Brown Allen, Fun € Fellowship
Nick Heller, Community Evangelism
Sebastian Hill, Communications
Glen Hoffs, Outreach
Christopher Kelly, Fundraising
Lindsay McHugh, Worship
Betsy Pine, Discipleship
Anthony Zuco, Stewardship

MUSIC: Unless otherwise noted, music is used and reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE, License
#A-713660. All rights reserved, or through RiteSong©2022 Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, NY 10016.

News and feature articles from around our diocese
http://www.dioceseofnewark.org/e-news

If you would like to make electronic donations you can scan the QR code below or follow the prompts at
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YRGT

D240
: 1ir

Saint George’s Episcopal Church Ministers
550 Ridgewood Road, Maplewood, New Jersey 07040 The People of St. George’s
Phone: 973-762-1319 Megan Coiley, Minister of Music
Email: parish-office@stgeorges-maplewood.org Catherine Hines & Kristin Popham,
Web: www.stgeorges-maplewood.org Ministers for Families € Youth

Ruth Deane, Parish Administrator
Curtis Bowers, Jr, Sexton
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	Worship  lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words, and actions through which public worship is conducted. People’s responses are in bold.  
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	Collect for Purity 
	This prayer was an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day 
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	Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and turns even the wrath of your children towards your promised peace: Hear our prayers this day as we remember those of many nations and differing faiths whose lives were cut short by the fierce flames of anger and hatred. Hasten the time when the menace of war shall be removed. Cleanse both us and those perceived to be our enemies of all hatred and distrust. Pour out the spirit of peace on all the rulers of our world that we may be brought through strife to the lasting peace of the kingdom of your Son; Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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