
 
 
       

 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 4, 2026 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour 
upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for 
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson​ Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Then God spoke all these words, 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery;  you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that 
is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, 
for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in 
the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

 



You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.” 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of 
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled 
and stood at a distance and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will 
listen, but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” Moses said to the 
people, “Do not be afraid, for God has come only to test you and to put 
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.​
Thanks be to God.   
 
The Psalm​ Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

The heavens are telling the glory of God,​
    and the firmament  proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech,​
    and night to night declares knowledge.​
There is no speech, nor are there words;​
    their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth​
    and their words to the end of the world. 
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In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,​
    and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens​
    and its circuit to the end of them,​
    and nothing is hid from its heat. 

The law of the LORD is perfect,​
    reviving the soul;​
the decrees of the LORD are sure,​
    making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the LORD are right,​
    rejoicing the heart;​
the commandment of the LORD is clear,​
    enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the LORD is pure,​
    enduring forever;​
the ordinances of the LORD are true​
    and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold,​
    even much fine gold;​
sweeter also than honey​
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned;​
    in keeping them there is great reward. 

But who can detect one’s own errors?​
    Clear me from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from the insolent;​

    do not let them have dominion over me.​
Then I shall be blameless​
    and innocent of great transgression. 
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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart​
    be acceptable to you,​
    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
The Second Lesson     ​ Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 

circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 
 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead. 
 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, 
but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 

Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but 
one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal, toward the prize 
of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.​
Thanks be to God.   
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The Gospel Lesson​ Matthew 21:33-46 
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and 
they treated them in the same way. Then he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 
his inheritance.’  So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to 
a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected​
    has become the cornerstone;​

this was the Lord’s doing,​
    and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces its fruits. The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it 
falls.” 

 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, 
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
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Next week’s readings 
Our readings are from the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A, and 
we are using the NRSVUE  translations. The readings for next week 
are: 

Exodus 32:1-14 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 
Numbers last week: 

 8:00 am:​ 17 
10:00 am:​ 83 

 
Important Upcoming Dates 

 
Sunday, October 11 

●​ National Coming Out Day Organ Recital 
Saturday, October 24 

●​ Vegetarian Potluck party 
Sunday, October 25 

●​ Bereavement Group 
●​ Blessing of the Halloween Costumes 
●​ Aging Gracefully: Caregiver discussion 
●​ Prayer Vigil at Delaney Hall 

Saturday, November 7 
●​ Fill the Truck for Holy Trinity Thrift Shop 
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JAM’s Weekly Action for Justice     
Thank you, St. George's!!   At the postcard-writing party on 9/26 and 
at coffee hours last Sunday, St. Georgians wrote or took packets to 
complete 300 postcards to voters in Georgia to provide critical 
information for confirming their voter registration and voting early.  
Thank you to each of you who helped!  Be sure to mail them between 
October 5-13.   
 
Join our community read of The Serviceberry and sign up for our 
Vegetarian Potluck Party on 10/24 at 5:30 pm to enjoy great food, 
friendships, and an opportunity to talk about living 
with the mindset of abundance discussed in the book.  
Borrow a book on Sunday - and if you have already 
finished the book that you've borrowed, please bring it 
and share it with another person!  Then sign up for the 
10/24 Potluck Party here:     
 
Monthly Food Pantry Collection 
In the month of October, we are directing our collection to the food 
pantry at St. Joseph’s Church.  They always welcome regular sized, 
non-perishable donations. Drop off donations in the Narthex food 
barrel or in the storage container in the vestibule off the parking lot.  
Food insecurity remains critical!  Please pick up a few extra 
supplies when you go to the store.   
 
National Coming Out Day Organ Recital 
Come out for National Coming Out Day!  The St. George’s music 
ministry is thrilled to offer a special organ recital in honor of National 
Coming Out Day.  The recital will feature organist Dr. Evalyn 
Cogswell, who will play a program of works entirely by queer 
composers.  This is not a ticketed event, however, a freewill offering will 
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be collected.  All proceeds from the offering will be split between St. 
George’s music ministry and Dr. Cogswell. 
Sunday, October 11, 4:00 p.m. 
 
Youth Confirmation Signup 
Are you a youth entering 8th grade and above? Great news!  Now is the 
time to register for the 2026/2027 Confirmation Program! This 12 
session series focuses on engaging questions pertaining to God, the 
Church, and how to live one’s life as a follower of Jesus. If you have any 
questions about God and faith, this is the place for you!   
 
To learn more and to register, please email this year’s Confirmation 
Leader; Jennifer Duran (jduran5112@gmail.com) 
 
New Adult Program Series launching in the Fall - Aging 
Gracefully 
Beginning in October and continuing through 2027, we will offer four 
sessions on topics relevant to family caregivers and older parishioners. 
Each session will follow the 10 a.m. Sunday service, last about one 
hour, and include information and time for questions. Refreshments 
will be provided, and we hope to offer childcare. 
 
Our first session will be held on Sunday, October 25th, and will focus 
on the caregiver’s role, whether caring for grandchildren, family 
members, or aging relatives. Many parishioners are part of the 
“sandwich generation,” balancing children at home with aging parents. 
Others are navigating unexpected illnesses and other life changes. What 
types of care support are available? How do we ask for help? How can 
caregivers care for themselves? 
 
Please join us on Sunday, October 25th to learn more. Future sessions 
will address financial and legal planning, housing options, and 
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maintaining a social network. Each session will include personal 
experiences and professional guidance. For more information, contact 
Lindsay McHugh (mchugh.lindsay@gmail.com ).  
Gather in the Mary Lounge. 
 
Blessing of the Halloween Costumes 
Wear your Halloween costumes to church, at both the 8.00 am and 
10.00 am services,  on Sunday, October 26 and receive a special blessing! 
 
Fill the Truck for the Holy Trinity Thrift Shop - Saturday 
November 7, 12 noon - 1.30 pm 
Household Goods and Winter Coat Collection 
Now is the time to search through your closets and share unwanted or 
unused items. Come fill a truck with household goods and coats for the 
Holy Trinity Thrift Shop which serves West Orange and the 
surrounding community. They accept kitchenware, glassware, 
silverware, bed and bath linens, lamps, tools, and clothing (in good 
condition only). Drop off in the St. George’s parking lot between 12.00 
noon and 1:30 pm only on Saturday, November 6. For more 
information contact Marymae Henley at marymae.henley@gmail.com. 
 
Notes from the September vestry Meeting 
Sebastian Hill opened in prayer. The Vestry focused on the transition 
following Rev. Grant’s departure and plans for the clergy search. The 
Vestry will oversee the search which will include strong involvement 
with St. Georges parishioners. The parish profile will be updated this 
fall, and interim clergy options explored to maintain worship and 
pastoral care continuity. Finances remain generally on track, with 
pledges ahead of budget and the capital campaign continuing positively. 
The Vestry also reviewed ministry priorities, including newcomer 
outreach, confirmation, Aging Gracefully, fundraising, and Vestry 
recruitment. Magaly Denis-Roman closed in prayer. 
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Monthly Prayer Vigil at Delaney Hall 
On the fourth Sunday of each month at 3 PM, our diocese will hold a 
brief prayer vigil outside the Delaney Hall ICE detention facility. 
The next prayer vigil will be:﻿​
﻿3 PM on Sunday, October 25. 
Scan the QR code, or go to​
https://dioceseofnewark.org/event/prayer-vigil-at-delaney-hall  
for details, and guidelines for attendees, If you are not able to join us in 
person, we will do our best to live stream the vigil to the diocesan 
Facebook page. You can also pray at the same time from wherever you 
are, in solidarity with us. 
 
St. George's Property issues 
Help us to maintain our building!  You can inform us of any property 
or maintenance issues that need attention by completing an online 
“Report of Property Issues” found on the Contact Us page of our 
website (https://stgeorges-maplewood.org/contact/ )  Describe issue as 
fully as possible.   If you would like to include a picture of the problem, 
please email it to the office. 
 
Support the St. Cecilia Music Fund 
At St. George's, music is one of the central languages of 
worship. The St. Cecilia Fund is an endowment dedicated 
to restoring our section leader program, bringing 
professional singers into our choir as mentors and musical 
anchors. Every contribution, large or small, brings us 
closer to sacred music that can lift our hearts more fully toward the 
glory of God. Scan the QR code, or go to​
 https://bit.ly/StCeciliaMusicFund  to give. 
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Altar Flower Tributes - Say it with flowers! 
Schedule your altar flower tributes in thanksgiving for, or 
in memory of a loved one  by scanning the  QR code. 
Payments can be made online, details are included on the 
signup form.   
 
Stay Connected with St. George’s! 
Are you new to the parish? Are you excited to learn about the amazing 
ministries and activities happening at St. George’s? Be sure to sign up 
for our weekly online newsletter so you don’t miss out! To sign up, 
please email our Parish Administrator, Ruth Deane, 
parish-office@stgeorges-maplewood.org.   
 
Stay Connected with the Diocese of Newark! 
As a part of the Diocese of Newark, St. George’s contributes to and 
participates in the larger mission of our diocese– Join us in following 
Jesus Christ with bold acts of justice, peace, and love. Sign up to receive 
The VOICE Online (our diocesan digital newsletter) 
and check out the amazing things going on in our 
Diocese.  It includes a link to The VOICE Digest, a 
printable PDF of VOICE highlights, to share with 
parishioners who are not online. 
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In Our Prayers this week 
Rita Paolillo; Craig Henderson; Sarah Ligon & her family; Jeff Hou & 
his family; Rev. Craig Burlington; Rev. Robert Morris; Stacy, Kashna, 
Everett & Borin; Katelynn Smalley; Joan Hoffs; Richard Berggren; 
Louie Camargo; for the souls of Inilda Denis Rivera & Wilfred Denis 
and for their families; for the soul of Danny Hudson and for his 
immediate & extended family; Josh Simmons; Shaunille McDonald; 
Andrew Limanowka; George Colon & his children; Ron Garner; 
David A. Black; Ellen; Edith; Ray Leone; Elaine McCauley & her 
family; Carol, Rhonda; Harmony; Magaly Roman; for the soul of Joan 
Hoffs & for her family;  for the soul of Helen Macioce & for her family; 
for the soul of Mary Frances Mazeikas Owen & for her family.. 
 
 
If you wish to request special prayers, please email your request to 
st-georges-healing@googlegroups.com. Include the name or names 
(preferably both first & last) and what we should be praying for. 
NOTE: After one month names are routinely removed from the list 
unless we receive a request to continue the prayer. 
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