=

\ St. George’s Episcopal Church
/ TO BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD'S UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026

The Collect of the Day

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully
grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Exodus 14:19-31
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and
went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them
and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it
lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land,
and the waters were divided. The Israclites went into the sea on dry
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left. The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch
the Lord, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian
army and threw the Egyptian army into a panic. He clogged their
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said,
“Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against

Egypt.”



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots
and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled
before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the
Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Psalm 114
When Israel went out from Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of strange language
Judah became God’s sanctuary,

Israel his dominion.
The sea looked and fled;

Jordan turned back.
The mountains skipped like rams,

the hills like lambs.
Why is it, O sea, that you flee?

O Jordan, that you turn back?

O mountains, that you skip like rams?
O hills, like lambs?



Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

who turns the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of water.

The Second Lesson Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who
eat, for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on
slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those
who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for
the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain,
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God. For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”



So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Lesson Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”



Next week’s readings
Our readings are from the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A, and
we are using the NRSVUE translations. The readings for next week
are:

Exodus 16:2-15

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20:1-16

Numbers last week:
8:00 am: 23
10:00 am: 113

Important Upcoming Dates

Sunday, September 13
e Homecoming Sunday & Blessing of the Backpacks; and Town
Hall with Canon Clark.
e Sunday School resumes
Sunday, September 20, 27, October 4,11, November 1,8,15
e Adult Confirmation Series begins

Town Hall with Canon Clark

After both services this week, Canon Clark will lead Town Hall
discussions. She is our Diocesan guide through our transition process
and she will answer any questions you may have.



JAM’s Weekly Action for Justice

Two opportunities for the weeks ahead!

1) The Justice & Advocacy Ministry has copies of
The Serviceberry to lend - to gain fresh insights

from the natural world about abundance and it
generosity. Then mark your calendars for a discussion ~ SERVICEBERRY

(and fun!) at our upcoming vegetarian potluck on Tt
th ROBIX WALL KIMMERER
Saturday, October 24™! B

2) JAM will be launching an initiative to write
Reclaim Our Vote postcards to Black voters in
Georgia to assure they can vote in November. We’ll
do postcard writing at both coftee hours on 3 |
Sundays, beginning on 9/20.

See  Valyrie Laedlein or email her at
vklaed@gmail.com for more info on either
opportunity — and come write cards at coffee hour [EITIRNRTLREIL

next week!

Monthly Food Pantry Collection

In the month of September, we are directing our collection to the food
pantry at our Lady of Sorrows. They always welcome regular sized,
non-perishable donations. Drop off donations in the Narthex food
barrel or in the storage container in the vestibule off the parking lot.
Food insecurity remains critical! Please pick up a few extra
supplies when you go to the store.

Sunday School returns on Sunday, September 13th!

During the program year, we offer childcare for nursery-aged children,
as well as a play-based Sunday School for pre-K through 1st graders, and
a deeper exploration of faith and the bible for 2nd - 6th graders. At the
10am service, after the processional hymn and a blessing, children are
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invited to head to their Sunday School classrooms for learning and
fellowship. Children will return to join their families in time to
participate in the Holy Communion portion of the service. This fall,
we are also offering opportunities for our middle-school and
high-school youths to connect, including a confirmation class. For
more information about our programs for children, youth, and
families, please reach out to Kristin and Catherine at
familyministry@stgeorges-maplewood.org

Share your time and experience with the children of St. George’s!
We are thrilled to share that our Sunday School classes keep growing,
and we invite the adults of St. George’s to join us periodically to help
support the faith formation of our younger parishioners. Do you
participate in a ministry that youd like families to know more about?
Come be a guest teacher and share your ministry with our elementary
school students. Like to read, play pretend, and do crafts? We invite
you to spend a Sunday morning with our younger children. If you are
interested in helping support our children grow in their faith and
strengthen their church community, please reach out to Kristin and

Catherine at familyministry@stgeorges-maplewood.org.

Equipping Our Toolbox

Starting this fall, an Adult Formation Series for those interested in
being Confirmed or Received in the Episcopal Church.

9/20 The Book of Common Prayer, led by Rev. Morris

9/27  Sacraments, led by Betsy Pine

10/4 Sacraments, led by Betsy Pine

10/11 Sacraments, led by Betsy Pine

11/1  Scripture, led by Rev. Morris & Anthony Zuco

11/8  Scripture, led by Rev. Morris & Anthony Zuco

11/15 Scripture, led by Rev. Morris & Anthony Zuco


mailto:familyministry@stgeorges-maplewood.org
mailto:familyministry@stgeorges-maplewood.org

Sessions located in the Parish Lounge, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Contact Rev. Morris, Anthony Zuco or Betsy Pine for more
information.

Youth Confirmation Signup

Are you a youth entering 8th grade and above? Great news! Now is the
time to register for the 2026/2027 Confirmation Program! This 12
session series focuses on engaging questions pertaining to God, the
Church, and how to live one’s life as a follower of Jesus. If you have any
questions about God and faith, this is the place for you!

To learn more and to register, please email this year’s Confirmation

Leader; Jennifer Duran (jduran5112@gmail.com)

Monthly Prayer Vigil at Delaney Hall

On the fourth Sunday of each month at 3 PM, our diocese will hold a
brief prayer vigil outside the Delaney Hall ICE detention facility.

The next prayer vigil will be:

3 PM on Sunday, September 27.
Scan the QR code, or go to
https://dioceseofnewark.org/event/prayer-vigil-at-delaney-hall

for details, and guidelines for attendees, If you are not able to join us in
person, we will do our best to live stream the vigil to the diocesan
Facebook page. You can also pray at the same time from wherever you

are, in solidarity with us.

Dine with 9 - Singles, couples, and friends gathering around the
table.

Dine with 9 continues the long-standing parish tradition of bringing
people together for fellowship and a shared meal. Participants are
organized into groups of approximately nine people, which gather four
times a year. Hosting responsibilities are shared among group members,
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and meals are potluck style. Whether you're reconnecting with familiar
faces or getting to know fellow parishioners better, Dine with 9 offers a
welcoming way to build community. Contact Magaly Roman
(mrom606@gmail.com) for more information and to sign up.

Episcopal Relief and Development Disaster Fund

Throughout our 80+ years of faith-based work, Episcopal Relief &
Development has forged close working relationships with communities
and partners across the world, with whom we co-create our
transformational programming. Herein lies the power of our work.
When your generosity meets the strengths, resources and assets of local
communities, the capacity for sustainable change is limitless.

Before the next hurricane, wildfire, flood or conflict, please help ensure
our partners can reach communities devastated by disaster.

Go to: https://give.episcopalrelief.org/ and select disaster relief.

Support the St. Cecilia Music Fund
At St. George's, music is one of the central languages of [EIF

worship. The St. Cecilia Fund is an endowment
dedicated to restoring our section leader program,
bringing professional singers into our choir as mentors
and musical anchors. Every contribution, large or small, brings us closer
to sacred music that can lift our hearts more fully toward the glory of
God. Scan the QR code, or go to

hetps://bitly/StCeciliaMusicFund to give.

Altar Flower Tributes - Say it with flowers!
Schedule your altar flower tributes in thanksgiving for, or

in memory of a loved one by scanning the QR code.
Payments can be made online, details are included on the
signup form.


mailto:mrom606@gmail.com
https://give.episcopalrelief.org/
https://bit.ly/StCeciliaMusicFund

Stay Connected with St. George’s!

Are you new to the parish? Are you excited to learn about the amazing
ministries and activities happening at St. George’s? Be sure to sign up
for our weekly online newsletter so you don’t miss out! To sign up,
please email our Parish Administrator, Ruth Deane,
parish-office@stgeorges-maplewood.org.

Stay Connected with the Diocese of Newark!
As a part of the Diocese of Newark, St. George’s contributes to and
participates in the larger mission of our diocese— Join us in following
Jesus Christ with bold acts of justice, peace, and love. Sign up to receive
The VOICE Online (our diocesan digital newsletter)
and check out the amazing things going on in our
Diocese. It includes a link to The VOICE Digest, a
printable PDF of VOICE highlights, to share with

parishioners who are not online.
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In Our Prayers this week

Rita Paolillo; Craig Henderson; Sarah Ligon & her family; Jeff Hou &
his family; Rev. Craig Burlington; Rev. Robert Morris; Meredith
Borrelli; Stacy, Kashna, Everett & Borin; Katelynn Smalley; Joan Hofts;
Richard Berggren; Louie Camargo; for the souls of Inilda Denis Rivera
& Wilfred Denis and for their families; for the soul of Danny Hudson
and for his immediate & extended family; Josh Simmons; Shaunille
McDonald; Andrew Limanowka; George Colon & his children; Ron
Garner; David A. Black; Ellen; Edith; Ray Leone; Joan Hoffs & her
family; Elaine McCauley & her family; Carol.

If you wish to request special prayers, please email your request to
st-georges-healing@googlegroups.com. Include the name or names
(preferably both first & last) and what we should be praying for.
NOTE: After one month names are routinely removed from the list
unless we receive a request to continue the prayer.
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