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Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology
and define our identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed
and transformed as the people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its
liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, words, and actions through which
public worship is conducted.

People’s responses are in bold

When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental piece of
music, during which the congregation can prepare for worship.

The Great Litany

Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth, Have mercy on us.

Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, Have mercy on us.

Holy Immortal One, Sancti�er of the faithful, Have mercy on us.

Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, Have mercy on us.

Forgive us for the times that we have done wrong. For the times when we did not love
the people in our lives the way we should. Hear us, O Christ.

Help us to love more and to be kind to everyone. Help us to see those who need love
and give us the power to love them. Hear us, O Christ.

Keep us safe from storms and danger and anything that might hurt us. Hear us, O
Christ.
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Help us because Jesus called us his friends, and help us to live like his friends. Hear us,
O Christ.

Help us because you are good, even when we are not. Hear us, O Christ.

Help the church to listen to your Word and do what will make you happy. Hear us, O
Christ.

Bless and keep all of your people. Hear us, O Christ.
Give each of us a heart to love you and to do what you ask us to do. Hear us, O Christ.

Help our nation to be a place of kindness and justice. Hear us, O Christ.
Give peace to all the world, so there will be no more war and people will not harm each
other. Hear us, O Christ.

Take care of the poor and people who are in prison and every person who is sad or
struggling. Hear us, O Christ.

Take care of our families: new babies, those who are expecting, and all who are parents
to us. Take care of our parents. Hear us, O Christ.

Bless our pets and help us to love them and take care of them. Hear us, O Christ.

When we do something we should not do, help us to be truly sorry. Hear us, O Christ.

Forgive the people who are mean to us and hurt us, and help us to forgive them. Hear
us, O Christ.

Help all people who are trying to make the world better. Make them strong and give
them hope. Hear us, O Christ.
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Give peace to all the people who have died. May they feel your love always. Hear us, O
Christ.

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us.

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us.

O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Grant us your peace.

Lord have mercy upon us.

Christ have mercy upon us.

Lord have mercy upon us.

Opening Acclamation
Blessed are you, holy, and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

Collect of the Day
The Collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the
day or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the
scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
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majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

The Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew
and from which he often referred or quoted.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
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nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God

Psalm 122
The Psalms are prayers that Jesus used and over every mood of humanity’s relationship with
God and one another.
The Psalm is read responsively, by verse.

I was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of  God.”

Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,

the tribes of  the Holy One, *
the assembly of  Israel,
to praise the Name of  God.

For there are the thrones of  judgment, *
the thrones of  the house of  David.

Pray for the peace of  Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.
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Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

For my kindred and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.

Because of  the house of  the Holy One our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”

Gospel Hymn
The Gospel Hymn moves us towards the summit of the Liturgy of the Word - the reading of
the Holy Gospel.  Gospel means “good news” - specifically the “good news of Jesus”
All sing

“Prepare the Way of the Lord” Hymnal 182,
#56

The Holy Gospel Luke 1:5-25,57-80
This reading is taken from one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John),
which depict the life, teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’
words and actions.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all
the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the
Lord and o�er incense. Now at the time of the incense-o�ering, the whole assembly of
the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was
terri�ed; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong
drink; even before his birth he will be �lled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said
to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is
getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God,
and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because
you did not believe my words, which will be ful�lled in their time, you will become
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to
speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
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After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for �ve months she remained in
seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably
on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said
to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his father
to �nd out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote,
‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their
neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of
Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child
become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

Then his father Zechariah was �lled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.

He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
in the house of his servant David,

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate

us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,

and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,

to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
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might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.

By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until
the day he appeared publicly to Israel.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Rev. Grant Mans�eld
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It
illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.

The Nicene Creed
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the
Council of Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the
Holy Eucharist and reflects what Christians believe regarding the relationship between
the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit: The Holy Trinity.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was cruci�ed under Pontius Pilate;
he su�ered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glori�ed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
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And also with you.
The People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Announcements

The Holy Communion

The O�ertory
Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received
forgiveness and shared the peace, we are prepared for the drama and miracle of the Holy
Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given
us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.

"Jesus said, ' I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.'" -John 8:12

Please be seated as the gifts of bread and wine are brought forward and the collection is
received.

Your giving is vital in continuing our mission and ministry to be an instrument
of God’s unconditional love in the world! You may offer your gift as the plate is
passed, online at e-giving.stgeorges-maplewood.org, or by using the QR code.
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Presentation Anthem
“Thank You Lord”

The Doxology
All sing as the gifts of treasure are brought forward
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B
Enriching Our Worship

In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all
that God has done for us in the life, death and resurrection of Christ. The Great
Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts
corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and
gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving
with the Sursum Corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts”

The people remain standing.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
…. Who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider said the “Words of Institution” that
Jesus said at the Last Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death,
resurrection, and promise to return at the end of the age. During the prayers, the Holy SPirit
is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine.

The people stand or kneel.

…Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

…all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the
presider has prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all capitals found in the Book of Common
Prayer, signifying the greatness of the congregational response.

The Lord’s Prayer
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily
bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection.

And now, as our Savior has taught us, As our Savior Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say now we pray

Our Mother and Father, Our Mother and Father
who art in heaven, in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
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thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those as we forgive those
who trespass against us. who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen. now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ;
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Invitation to Communion
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please
move at the direction of the ushers. Please receive the bread in open and outstretched hands
and respond to receiving Communion by saying “Amen.” Gluten-free wafers are available;
please make your need known to the minister. Receiving the bread only is a full participation
in the Eucharist. Wine is also available. If you wish to receive through intinction (dipping the
bread), please let the minister know when you come forward to receive the bread. The
ministers will intinct for you. If you wish to drink from the chalice, after receiving the bread,
please move to the chalice to the left or right of the minister.
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Communion Hymn
“Come to the table of Grace” Taizé

Postcommunion Prayer
Please stand or kneel as we pray.
Let us pray.

Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
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in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Advent Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.
Amen.

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.
Amen.

May you, who rejoice in the �rst Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

Dismissal
The Celebrant now dismisses the people.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Procession out into the World
“While we are waiting, come” AAHH, #190

Join us in the parish hall for Co�ee Hour
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Announcements

Make Your 2023 Pledge to St George’s
Thank you to everyone who has made their pledge of support to St. George’s for 2023.  If
you have not done so yet, please completed a pledge card  before December 4th so that we
can shape the 2023 budget. Even if you give electronically through Vanco or by
other electronic means, we still need you to complete a pledge card each year.
Pledge cards can be dropped o� in the collection plate or mailed to the o�ce. You can also
pledge online by visiting the Stewardship webpage at
https://stgeorges-maplewood.org/ministry-stewardship/.
The Stewardship ministry, in consultation with the Vestry, set a goal to increase the
number of pledges to 75, up about 10% from the prior year. We currently have 48
pledges.  Please help us reach our goal! Thank you!

Sunday School
And as we move into the Advent season, our Older Elementary and Middle School
students will spend Sunday School throughout the month of December preparing our
Christmas Pageant. We will return to regular Sunday School in January.

Christmas Pageant
The children’s Christmas pageant will be happening on December 24th at 4:00pm in
person!! If your child is interested in participating, come to our �rst rehearsal on Sunday,
December 4th at 10:15 in the parish hall (where we will be learning the Christmas songs
we will sing). If your child can’t make that rehearsal but still wants to participate, or if
you’d like to help, email Meg at megmkdavis@gmail.com. The other rehearsal dates will be
December 11th at 10:15, December 18th at 10:15, and December 24th at 2:30. There will
be parts for all, both speaking and non-speaking, children ages 2 through high school are
welcome. We can’t wait to see you there!
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Advent Devotionals have arrived!
Pick up yours on Sunday November 27th after all 3 services.
Written by a diverse group of Episcopal authors, A Way to the Manger explores Christ’s
birth as recounted in the Gospel of Luke through the lens of the Way of Love: the seven
practises of Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go and Rest. With daily devotions of
personal stories, modern examples, art, and invitations to prayer and journaling, the
authors challenge you to discover and incorporate these practices into your own life.

First Tuesday!  Tuesday December 6, 6.30 - 8.00pm
First Tuesday! Soul Songs for the Season is on Tuesday December 6.  Join us for some
beautiful music for the season of Advent .   The evening begins with a pot luck at 6.30.

The Lights of Hope Advent collection
Once again, this year we will be o�ering an opportunity to give to those who are less
fortunate. The Lights of Hope collection will begin on Sunday, November 27th. You can
give to children in need through North Porch Women & Infants’ Centers and Holy
Trinity Episcopal Church, West Orange. This year, we are also partnering with the Unity
Family Success Center in Irvington to adopt eight families and provide holiday gifts for a
whole family.Take a tag from the wooden cross to the right of the altar. Gift suggestions for
Holy Trinity include art supplies, puzzles, board games, books, sports equipment, action
�gures and dolls. When the requested gift item has been purchased, tape the gift tag to the
item and place it in the collection box located in the sanctuary. Please do not wrap the
gift. The collection will run through the season of Advent and will conclude on
December 18th. If you have questions, or want to participate virtually, �nd us after service
or send an email to mchugh.lindsay@gmail.com, pebigelow@yahoo.com or
vines.dominique@gmail.com.

Lessons and Carols
One of those new traditions is moving our Lessons and Carols service to the evening. We
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go through salvation history together, telling the story of the birth of Jesus Christ as it �ts
into that history. It is a series of nine lessons and carols, some choral, and some
congregational. I’m so excited for us to sing together some of our favorite carols as we await
the birth of Christ. We’ll be joined by Leighann Narum and David Black, both members
of our community who happen to be excellent musicians. Please do come ready to sing
some great carols with us on Sunday, December 11, at 5:00 p.m.!

Common Grounds: A new podcast!
Check out Common Grounds, a new podcast co-produced by Rev.
Grant Mans�eld and Rabbi Andrew Warm�ash! A young, genderqueer,
Episcopal priest from the South and a retired, straight, Conservative rabbi
from the North meet in a co�ee shop. Join us on our journey exploring
the challenges and blessings of faith in a changing world.

Live on Spotify, Anchor, Apple Podcast, and Amazon Music! Scan the QR code to access
on Spotify, or Anchor: https://anchor.fm/common-grounds-2022

Thank You!
I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to all who so generously donated by way of
contributions and time to make our Thanksgiving Brunch such a wonderful event. Thank
you so very much! Shaunille

Many Thanks from Holy Trinity’s Food Pantry
On Sunday, November 20th, we delivered 95 cans of frosting and 168 packages of
cake/cookie/brownie mix to Holy Trinity’s Food Pantry (“HTFP”). This was more than
double the target amount that we had hoped to gather. HTFP coordinator Cynthia
Cumming was so appreciative of this delivery which will go into holiday packages.  As she
said, “nothing goes to waste, everything gets given out.  There are always more bags to �ll”.
The food pantry in West Orange expects to hand out between 250 and 300 bags of food
for Thanksgiving. 
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How might God be calling you to serve?
The Nominations Committee of the Diocese of Newark  is currently preparing a slate of
candidates for elected o�ce to be voted upon at the 149th Annual Convention of the
Episcopal Diocese of Newark. There are many opportunities to serve, one of which is to
serve as a deputy to the 81st General Convention of the Episcopal  Church in Kentucky in
July 2024.  Be a part of the worldwide Episcopal Church.  See a religious Democracy in
action. Worship with over 1,000 Episcopalians singing with full voice! You will leave
exhilarated, excited, renewed and proud to be an Episcopalian.
See https://dioceseofnewark.org/form/convention-nominations for more information.
Deadline for nominations is December 9th.
How might God be calling YOU?

LGBTQ Teen Group
Amy Cox-Martins has begun a group for LGBTQ teens age 13-16 on Wednesdays
6.45-7.45 in the Mary Lounge.  For more information contact Amy at
amycoxmartins@yahoo.com

The New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus invites you to have a “Merry Everything”
The New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus presents their 2022 Winter Holiday Concert
“Merry Everything” on Sunday December 4, 2022, 4:00 p.m. at St. George’s.
Kick o� the season with the chorus and enjoy all kinds of seasonal music, including
sublime and whimsical choices, ranging from Tallis to Tchaikovsky to tango. Following
tradition, we will have our annual holiday cookie sale.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for seniors and students when purchased in advance.
All tickets are $25 at the door and are available at www.njgmc.org, by contacting the
Chorus at 732-579-8449
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In Our Prayers this week
Baby Selena, her family & medical team; Rich; Brian Bamforth; Jerry & Christine
Hudson; Richard & Bea Berggren; Judith Stark; Piggy Blake; Marlene Eubanks; family of
Shawn Carter; Roland Spiotta; Clarence Clarke & Andrezj; Deborah Purdon and the soul
of Jim Purdon; the soul of Malcolm Grain and the Grain family; the family of Trevor
Lewis-Jones; Allison Aukerman; Jo Ho�s; Kaaren Paterson Pieressa; Norman, Jr.; Sharon
McSorley & family; Sebastian & family; John; Victoria; Sheila; Steven Lane & family;
Charlene Vaughan; Dominique, Loretta, & the extended Vines family; Harold Mayer, Jr.
& family; Paul Lowder; George Hayman.

If you wish to request special prayers, please email your request to st-georges-
healing@googlegroups.com. Include the name or names (preferably both �rst & last) and
what we should be praying for. NOTE: After one month names are routinely removed
from the list unless we receive a request to continue the prayers.
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Saint George’s Vestry
Mike Martins – Senior Warden Dan Mitchell – Junior Warden
Dan Boylan Aleeda Crawley Mary Lou Mitchell
Mark Graham Sharon McSorley, Tom Meyers-Normand
Magaly Denis-Roman, Margo Hill Glen Ho�s

News and feature articles from around our diocese
http://www.dioceseofnewark.org/e-news

If you would like to make electronic donations you can scan the QR code below or follow the prompts at
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YRGT

Saint George’s Episcopal Church
550 Ridgewood Road, Maplewood, New Jersey 07040
Phone: 973-762-1319

Email: parish-o�ce@stgeorges-maplewood.org
Web: www.stgeorges-maplewood.org

Ministers
The People of St. George’s

The Rev. Grant Mans�eld, Rector
Brigid Dwyer, Youth & Children’s Minister

Megan Coiley, Minister of Music
Ruth Deane, Parish Administrator
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