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Stewardship Reflection

Malachi 4:1-2a

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness
shall rise, with healing in its wings.

When have you experienced grace, at a time when you've struggled and most needed
it? God’s grace was ever present during the difficult challenge of facing the cancer
diagnosis my beloved daughter Lindsay received when she died at the tender age of 27
years old. A parent never wants to bury their child. As a widow of many years, I also know
that this is not God’s will. The heart does not heal when a loved one succumbs to a fatal
illness. However, Lindsay’s friends from Mount Holyoke College and this wonderful
SOMA neighborhood offer me grace with thoughtful cards on Mother’s Day and sweet text
messages on Thanksgiving or surprise phone calls just to say hello. This experience lightens
the emotional burden of emptiness one feels when a loved one departs this life. My students
that I teach remind me of the joys and tribulations of engaging fertile minds and
encouraging thoughtful inquiry beyond a digital device. Such “smartphones” seem designed
to addict and incite an individual to behave without any kind of civility or grace. Yet, a kind
smile or warm greeting spreads the spirit of God’s grace with healing wings as mentioned in
the biblical passage of Malachi. Each one of us can choose grace when we see the humanity
in strangers and distant relatives we might encounter. My heart yearns for grace and relishes
the joy of St. George’s extended family with grace beyond measure. Sharing this grace
beyond the comfort of our homes, manicured gardens and updated kitchens sustains us
spiritually and emotionally. As Jesus led by faith and grace, so must we do likewise.

When have you had the opportunity to offer grace to another - and been fed by doing so?
The Stewardship Ministry invites you to share your talents, time, and treasures with the
community of St. George’s as we deepen our outreach, feed the hungry, nurture our children,
pray with the sick or lonely, and greet the sun of righteousness as we glorify God’s name.
I know God’s grace extends beyond the myopic mindsets we inhabit at times to allow ourselves
to reconcile with those with whom we disagree politically, intellectually, and socially on
occasion. This grace feeds our souls when we break bread with family members or neighbors
that “press our emotional buttons.”  Through the grace of God our faith shall never waver.
The Stewardship Committee invites you to reflect on this question of grace as you consider your
giving pledge for the upcoming year. Please share your thoughts on one of the poster boards in
the church after Sunday’s service or online on the Stewardship page. 

Blessings and Grace,

Stewardship Ministry
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