
Stewardship Reflection
Old Testament: Isaiah 1:12-17
When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more; bringing
offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— I
cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my
eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash
yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn
to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.
 
How do you know if your gifts and offerings are pleasing to God?
“Take Me to the King” is a beautiful gospel ballad written by Kirk Franklin and soulfully sung by Tamela
Mann with the moving refrain:

Take me to the King
I don’t have much to bring
My heart is torn to pieces
It’s my offering…

The song’s lyrics tell the story of an individual who is weak, tired, and broken, yet with nothing left to give,
asks to be brought to the throne of grace to give an offering. When we feel depleted or believe we have nothing
worthy to offer God or others, this song suggests that these are the moments when we must seek His face and
draw ourselves closer to Him. God is always there to lift us up and accept us as we are.

God knows our hearts and asks us to share our gifts from a place of authenticity. Even when offered from a
place of brokenness, our gifts are acceptable to God. Our offerings are pleasing to our Lord and Savior when
they are heartfelt, given from a position of weakness and humility, and bestow the honor that He deserves. God
asks for gifts presented with the purest intentions that benefit the vulnerable and those in need. No frills or
fluff. He merely asks for a portion of what he has already given us.

How do we know if our gifts and offerings are pleasing to God? The Stewardship Committee invites you to
reflect on this question as you consider your giving pledge for the upcoming year. You are encouraged to share
your thoughts on one of the poster boards in the church after Sunday’s service or online on the Stewardship
page.

Peace and blessings,
Stewardship Ministry

https://stgeorges-maplewood.org/ministry-stewardship/

