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?I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even though they die, they will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this??

- John 11: 25-26
Dear St. George?s,

Our Gospel reading from a few weeks ago continues to strike me today. Jesus spoke these words to 
Martha as she was grieving the loss of her brother Lazarus. For her and her sister Mary, death is a very 
present companion-- the stench of death builds up in the tomb, their tears flow down their cheeks, the 
extended family gathered to mourn with them and support them in their hours of need. Most telling of all, 
Lazarus is no longer there, leaving behind a gaping hole in their lives and their hearts. So, why is Jesus 
talking about resurrection and new life in this particular moment? 

It seems so out of place, yet Jesus knows that this is exactly what Martha needs to hear in this 
moment. As painful as Lazarus?s death is for her, Jesus reminds her of her faith in God?s love and power, 
how through God all things are made possible. Jesus reminds her of what he has told her time and again-- 
death isn?t the end, there is new life within the decay of death. Jesus honors Martha?s grief- he comes to 
her, listens to her pain, cries with her in mourning; he doesn?t ignore the pain, but sits with her in it. Yet, he 
doesn?t remain there. He speaks of the resurrection, the promise from God that death isn?t final. For those 
who believe, the seeming finality of death is actually a transition into new life with God. Jesus honors 
Martha and then invites her to see her pain, grief, and the role of death anew. When she follows Jesus in 
this moment, when she trusts in God?s ever-present love and guidance, everything changes. She now sees 
the whole moment through God?s eyes, not her own human eyes. Her pain is transformed as she invites 
God to hold it with her; through that invitation, God transforms everything! The passage ends with Jesus 
raising Lazarus from the dead and to new life. The event ends in resurrection!

  cannot help but think that we need to hear this message right now too, to be reminded of the 
Resurrection. We are surrounded with so much death- death of loved ones, old ways of life, from war and 
violence, from white supremacy, from attacks on basic human rights and dignity, of relationships, and of our 
sense of self and security. We are surrounded by death all the time, but if that is all we choose to see, 
then that is all we will be able to see. We are surrounded by pain and anger constantly, but if that is 
all we choose to hold, then that is all we will be able to hold. Jesus comes to us in these moments of 
death, honors our pain and grief, and then calls upon us to see the moment through his eyes. We may not 
want to hear it sometimes and we might struggle to let go of the pain and death, it may even anger us. 
Jesus invites us regardless, to see that tragedy and death can become resurrection and new life in God, to 
see everything anew, and to have faith in God?s powerful, unconditional love. When we choose to believe 
and let go of what has died, that is our assent to God to resurrect us from that death to new life. It is a 
powerful, humble act of faith that testifies that what things seem to be isn?t actually the reality. When we 
allow ourselves to say goodbye to what has died, it creates space for Jesus?s gift of resurrection and new 
life to flourish. It doesn?t erase the pain, but it frees us to live life anew. Where do you see the signs of 
resurrection in the midst of death today? How are you seeing the world anew through God?s eyes? Do you 
believe this?

May we all trust and believe, may we let go of the death we cling to, so that Christ may resurrect us all to 
new life. 

          Peace,
Rev. Grant 
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BOLDLY LIVING INTO OUR VISION THROUGH ART

St. George?s is fortunate to have so many who embody our vision by being a diverse community of 
companions for life?s journey who seek opportunities to boldly explore our faith and as a direct witness of 
this vision, we have been blessed by a generous gift to commission Stations of the Cross artwork to adorn 
our sanctuary walls. To further live into our values of boldness and diversity, the benefactor requested that 
diverse representations of the people in the stations was needed.Stations of the Cross, or sometimes 
referred to the Way of the Cross, is a series of 8 to 15 images in varying media (paintings, sculpture, 
iconography, etc.) of the spiritual pilgrimage depicting Jesus on the day of his crucifixion with 
accompanying prayers. The devotional exercise of praying and meditating before each station stems from 
the practice of early Christian pilgrims who visited the traditional route of Jesus from Pilate?s house to 
Calvary.

A planning group comprised of Rev. Grant, Deacon Sun, Aleeda Crawley, Ulysses Dietz and Dan Mitchell 
was formed in July 2021. The group explored their experiences and biases of Stations to develop clear 
project criteria and goals to respect the benefactor?s request and to honor our values; this exploration 
landed on commissioning 2 local artists who could present a cross section of our society (people of color, 
male, female, non-binary, LGBQT+, differing socio-economic demographics, etc.) and share their gift of 
different representations of the Divine. The number and content of the stations was reviewed based on 
those required, our spatial limitations and inclusion of more representation of women; we settled on 12 
stations, each being centered below the 12 stained glass windows on each side of the sanctuary.

We reached out to the Newark Museum curator, Newark?s Gallery Aferro Art Director and personal 
recommendations to develop a pool of artists, which was shortlisted down to 2 following artists:

1.Jo-El Lopez - a Puerto Rican gay artist from Paterson who does acrylic 
on canvas that resembles stained glass.His bold iconography uses visual 
storytelling of traditional realism to convey the complex intersectionality of 
faith and modernity and he sees this as an opportunity to reconcile his 
sexuality with his Pentecostal background by St. George?s affirmation on 
gender, race and LGBQT+ rights. He has exhibited locally, nationally and 
internationally and his work is included in the permanent collection at the 
Newark Museum.

2.Lizette Louis ? a Haitian woman who specializes in finely detailed 
pyrography(burning images on wood)of exquisite portraits and figures with 
deeply reflective emotions. She currently resides in Rahway, attending a local 
non-denominational church.Her inspiration is the thoughtful provocations, 
connections and relationships that will be formed between the artwork and the 
viewer. Like Jo-El, she has exhibited on all levels.

The Mother Majestic strength is displayed as she carries her dead child 
to God and  says ?Here is my child, the Slaughter Lamb?.

This is ?Jesus is condemned to death? illustrated through wood burning 
techniques and inspired by Afrofuturism.
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We issued a Request for Proposal in October 2021 to both artists noting that St. George?s was committed 
to an expanded, diverse and authentic understanding of God?s image and God?s people. We did not want 
representations of Jesus Christ, and other people with him, in the traditional European image. Since these 
12 Stations will be used for spiritual formation, including teaching our children, and for informing those 
who visit about who we are, the iconography was to be recognizable and readable. Each work, produced 
in acrylic, oil, or other permanent medium on canvas or other suitable surface, will be 16 x 16 inches 
square. Both artists enthusiastically accepted this unique commission to explore the spiritual connections 
and faith with St. George?s legacy and ethos. Agreements were signed in November 2021 and the artists 
are moving forward. A representative group visited each of the artist studios in February and March 2022 
to review the progress and were excited by what they witnessed.

The planning group recognizes that the installation of these 12 stations will alter our experience of the 
sanctuary by enlivening the space with color and images, as some may find solace in the reflective nature 
of the blank walls. However, this project could offer opportunities to enrich our spiritual experiences and 
invigorate our relationships both within our parish family and outwards to the community. A wooden 
picture rail will be mounted below the stained glass windows aligning with the top of the narthex wall.This 
will help to visually separate the artwork from the stained glass windows above and to provide a more 
human scale to connect our experience of the sacred space with the more intimate scale of the artwork. It 
will allow the installation without damaging our walls and may also offer the flexibility of displaying our 
children?s creativity, welcoming in the local community by temporarily installing relevant and meaningful 
art, hanging Christmas greens or other exciting opportunities. This will all be done while honoring our 
value of reverence but also bringing in curiosity and boldness.

A self-guided Way of the Cross brochure to prayerfully journey through these stations and perhaps, to 
share the artist?s approach to the station will be developed. Like the use of labyrinths, this will provide 
opportunities for self-reflection, prayer and challenge us to live into our faith and could be a tool to invite 
the local community into our parish life. We anticipate that the stations will be installed over the summer 
and plans will be developed to celebrate this gift by sharing our gratitude with each other and meeting the 
artists.

This installation will serve as a witness to those who enter our church that we boldly proclaim who we 
envision ourselves to be and that is, companions to all who want to enrich their faith and to transform by 
honoring our authenticity of boldness, questioning, inclusivity and diversity.

Submitted by:

Dan Mitchell 

St. George?s visits studio of artist Jo-El Lopez St. George?s visits studio of artist Lizette Louis



6

Sacred Ground: A Dialogue Series on Race and Faith 

We came together, six St. Georgians, every two weeks for ten sessions.  We explored race, racism, our 
whiteness.  We shared our stories and personal experiences.  We watched and read a variety of print and 
video resources about the injustices done to indigenous peoples, Chinese and Mexican immigrants, Native 
Americans, enslaved Africans, and indentured European servants.  These explorations and discussions on 
racial and social injustices led us to deeper understandings of ourselves, our country, our church and our 
history.  We recognized that there was much that we didn?t know, but shared a commitment to racial 
justice.  

Here are some of the things I learned from Sacred Ground:

- History as taught in schools is white washed.
- We need to study the past in order to understand the present (and the past isn?t limited to the 

post-Civil War era of Reconstruction).  Parts of the past are uncomfortable, frightening and horrific 
and have been selectively kept hidden.

- Systemic racism, racial injustice and white privilege are just as extensive today as they have been 
throughout our country?s history in every part of the nation.

- My whiteness and white privilege have enhanced my life and provided access to employment, 
wealth, housing, education, and health care; simply by asking for it.  

- As a white person, I am as injured by systemic racism as are people of color (read Wendell Berry?s 
The Hidden Wound).

- Understanding leads to increased curiosity for more knowledge and yearning to change myself, and 
hopefully my community.

- It?s important to learn the stories of the others when you?re not in relationship to the others.
- Learn to see the world through a different racial lens.

The ten sessions were spirit-filled discussions, thoughtful sharing of emotions and supportive moments.  
When they ended, I wanted to move forward in my learning.  Or, as the author of White Fragility Robin 
DiAngelo would ask, what allows you to remain ignorant about how to interrupt racism?  My journey 
continues.  Hopefully, you?ll start on your own journey with the next offering of Sacred Ground.

Michael  Francaviglia
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Time to clean out your closets: 

St. George?s is helping support new moms and their babies in times of crisis

As you may have read in the news, stores nationwide have been 
struggling to stock enough baby formula to meet demand. About 40% of 
stock was sold out nationwide at the end of April. Only about 25% of 
babies are exclusively breastfed through their first 6 months of life, so 
formula is a critical purchase for most families. The decreased availability 
is causing significant stress and financial hardship, particularly for low 
income families who do not have the means to buy formula in bulk or 
travel to find stock. 

St. George?s partners with North Porch Women and Infants Centers, a 
not-for-profit that distributes basic necessities to mothers and young children in need. North Porch 
provides emergency baby supplies, including formula, to mothers and infants in northern New Jersey. 
Clients, who are referred by local social services agencies and religious organizations, are able to visit up 
to six times a year and to receive one week?s supply of diapers, wipes, formula, baby food and toiletries.

St. George?s does a Fifth Sunday collection of supplies to help bolster North Porch?s inventory. Donations 
of formula (yellow Enfamil preferred, but any type accepted), and baby wipes will be collected. Our next 
collection is July 31, but in the meantime online donations can be made 
through http://northporch.org/make-a-donation/

In addition, we are running a clothing drive to collect gently worn items 
which will be made available to North Porch families.  Please do your 
spring cleaning and contribute to this good cause! Items should be new 
or gently used. Donations for any member of the fa mily (babies, their 
siblings, and mom and dad!) are welcome.  Boxes will be set up June 5 
through 19th to collect items.

St. George?s tackles food insecurity

St. George?s Church continues to do its part in tackling food insecurity and 
helping our neighbors. Here?s how you can help: Food pantry collections of 
shelf-stable items will be gathered on the fourth Sunday of each month and 
donated as follows:

- June 26th ? Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church
- July 24th ? St. Joseph Catholic Church
- August 28th ? Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Donations may be put in the food barrels/boxes at the church entrances. The Food Pantries have asked 
parishioners to focus on one or two specific types of food each month to ease sorting. Specific food 
requests will be posted in the weekly news, but all shelf-stable regular-sized donations are welcome.
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Family Promise of Essex County (FPE) is seeking volunteers for a new stabilization initiative ? Circles 
Essex.  FPE has partnered with Circles USA to launch Circles Essex, the first chapter of the organization 
in New Jersey.Circles USA offers a unique relationship-focused strategy based on over twenty years of 
research that engages the entire community to move from a focus on the management of poverty to a 
collaborative ownership of the solution.  Circles Essex?s mission is to reduce poverty throughout Essex 
County and to remove barriers that keep people in poverty.  We will do this by building bridges of 
friendship across income lines and community that support individuals and families on their journey out of 
poverty; from surviving to thriving.Many who are experiencing poverty are hardworking and motivated so 
when a circle of support forms around them, advice is offered, contacts are shared, and the fears that 
keep people in poverty begin to disappear.

There are various volunteer opportunities available to support Circles participants (short term/long term).

Visithttps://www.fpessexnj.org/circles-essex/to learn more about the Circles Essex program and the 
various ways you can be a part of building community to end poverty in Essex County or contact Melissa 
Perales, Circles Coordinator, atmelissa@fpessexnj.org. If you wish to attend a virtual information session, 
please register on our website.

Fill a Backpack Program

This summer, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, located in West Orange, 
will hold its annual God, Science and Art Summer Program for the 
youth of the church and the community. St. George's has supported 
Holy Trinity's Food Pantry, Thrift Store, and Christine's Kitchen for 
many years.  During the month of June, St. George?s will be 
collecting items to fill twenty-one backpacks for Holy Trinity kids 
attending the summer program.  Can you assist?

We hope to gather everything needed to fill backpacks for seven 
elementary, seven middle, and seven high school kids, 21 backpacks 
altogether.  The list of needed items is available at this link  
https://bit.ly/HolyTrinityBackpackProject or on gift tags that can be 
picked up at church. Please drop off all items by June 26th.  

Questions?  Email, Text, or Call Marymae at:  Marymae.henley@gmail.com or 973.222.2229.

Join the effort to feed the hungry at Christine?s Kitchen ? Saturday, June 18th

Christine?s Kitchen provides a once weekly free lunch service to the community. 
We will be hosting our next lunch at Holy Trinity, West Orange on Saturday, 
June 18th. We will need volunteers to donate food, package lunches and serve 
members of the community. Please watch for more information and a sign-up 
link in the coming weeks. We anticipate providing 150 lunches.

https://www.fpessexnj.org/circles-essex/
https://bit.ly/HolyTrinityBackpackProject
https://bit.ly/HolyTrinityBackpackProject
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Coworking at St. George's!?

That's right! As people have started working remotely, 
some of us are finding ourselves more isolated and in 
need of connection during the week. To help, we are 
experimenting with opening the parish lounge as a 
community coworking space on weekdays. This mission 
will serve to deepen our relationships with each other and 
help us create a new way to welcome the broader 
community through our doors.

We will be piloting this idea with members of the church 
this summer and hope to open it up to the whole 
community this fall.  We need you! If you are interested in 
helping or coworking, sign up at  
https://bit.ly/StGeorgesCoworking  to learn more!

Discernment Team plans Ministry Leaders Retreat for 6/4

The blessing that we at St. George?s continually experience is the 
hard work and committed spiritual involvement of our church 
family.  To keep our church vibrant and resilient it is important to 
express our thanks and acknowledgment of everyone?s sacrifice.

In an effort to provide our ministry leaders with the opportunity to 
take a step back from the tasks of our ministries and to share 
some time together with their leadership peers, the St. George?s 
Discernment group is hosting a Leadership Ministry Retreat on 
Saturday, June 4th.

Our aim is also to create the opportunity for fellowship, 
community-building, and mutual support. We hope to explore and 
deepen our sense of common purpose related to St. George's 

vision and to create the space to explore possible collaboration. Additionally, we also aim to engage in a 
process of restoration that is rooted in the Spirit and a shared sense of reflection, recognition, and 
gratitude. We hope that this will be a welcomed opportunity to spend time together in reflection, faith, and 
fellowship. Invitations will be sent out via email to ministry leaders. Please contact Valyrie 
Laedlein,vklaed@gmail.comor 973-951-1042 for further info.

Are you interested in being baptized or baptizing your child? 
Already baptized and longing to know more about what your 
baptism means and how to live it out in your day-to-day life? Not 
ready to be baptized, but curious to explore what it?s all about? 
Then this group is for you! 
Rev. Grant is convening a group this summer to explore Baptism: 
what it is and isn?t, what it means for our daily living, and why it?s 
an important first step in the life of every Christian. This group will 
gather on Zoom for 4 sessions on Aug. 8th, Aug. 15th, Aug. 22nd, 
and Aug. 29th, from 7pm-8pm.  The group is open to all who wish 
to explore these themes and is expected of all who seek to be 
baptized. 

If you are interested in being a part of the group or would like more information about it, please email 
Rev. Grant at revgrant@stgeorges-maplewood.org.        

https://form.jotform.com/221396466145056
https://form.jotform.com/221396466145056
https://form.jotform.com/221396466145056
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2022 David P. Hegg Lifetime Achievement Awards

On Sunday, June 12, you are invited to join Bishop Hughes and Senior Ministries of the Diocese of Newark 
for the 25th annual David P. Hegg II Lifetime Achievement Awards.

The Hegg Awards are given annually to members of our diocese who are:

- Age 60+.
- A long-standing, active member of your congregation.
- Made or makes contributions to the congregation and/or the diocese.

 St. George's has the joy to honor

Brian Bamforth
Michael Francaviglia

Valyrie Laedlein 
Richard Berggren

for their contributions and long-standing devotion to St. George's.  
Thank you all, you are a blessing to St. George's. 

The service will be pre-recorded and broadcast on the diocesan YouTube 
channel,youtube.com/c/dionewark, with the honorees presented in a photo slideshow. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCiPgs_zmEiRion82GujeMw
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Dear St. George's

Again, thank you for the loving send-off on my last day at St. George?s.  My family and I were deeply 
touched by your generosity.  I will forever cherish the beautiful stole full of symbols.  One of the symbols is 
? ?  (mae-deup), Korean Knot, in the shape of heart and the Trinity.  To me, this ? ?  symbolizes St. 
George?s and my relationship with you.  The heart symbolizes St. George?s effort to accept everybody as 
who they are and honors each individual?s unique identity.  The Trinity symbolizes that you and I are and 
will continue to be together in God beyond the physical separation by distance ? and I have a beautiful 
framed picture of the Baptismal Font with your signatures to prove that :).  

I am deeply enriched by my time with you.  Although it was not a long time, my experience will remain with 
me forever. 

Thank you and I wish you all the best!

In Christ,

SunHwan+ 

ps.  My new email address:  sunspriggs2@gmail.com.
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St  George's 

Com m unit y 

of fer ing of  t he 

t rans t een group.

The t rans t een group com m enced in March as 

a week ly Thursday night  group. Thursday 

night s 7:30-8:30PM.   The group is going st rong 

w it h k ids f rom  West  Orange, Sum m it  and of  

course SOMA.  The group has decided t o 

cont inue over  t he sum m er . We also w il l  have a 

t able next  t o t he ST G?s t able at  Maplewood 

Pr ide June 12t h in hopes of  m eet ing and 

recruit ing m ore gender  expansive t eens.  For  

m ore inform at ion cont act  Am y Cox-Mar t ins at : 

am ycoxm ar t ins@yahoo.com

Events in our 
Community
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550 Ridgewood Rd. Maplewood, NJ, 07040
973-762-1319

Find us on Facebook , Instagram and Youtube

Pentecost Coloring Page
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