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Dear St. George?s, 
One of my favorite songs of all time is ?Through Heaven?s Eyes?, from Dreamwork?s major motion 

picture The Prince of Egypt. At the point in the film when it is sung, Moses has been recused by the 
Midianites, having fled his life in Egypt and leaving everything behind. In the midst of his wallowing over the 
life he has lost, Jethro, the high priest of Midian (and his future father-in-law) sings this song, imploring 
Moses to see his life differently. He sings:

?So how can you see what your life is worth

or where your value lies?

You can never see through the eyes of man.

You must look at your life,

look at your life through heaven?s eyes.?

It is a profound message of truth that invites all who hear it to reexamine their lives, not through the 
eyes of the world, but through the eyes of God. When we allow ourselves to see our lives through the 
Divine?s eyes, everything changes. For Moses, he realized that the things he lost never gave his life its 
meaning; rather, in losing his old life of the world, he was set free to experience life as God desires it to be. 
Through this realization, he was then able to affirmatively respond to God?s calling for him- lead God?s 
children out of slavery in Egypt, through the wilderness, and to the Promised Land. Shifting his mindset to 
that of God?s transformed his life into an instrument of God?s unconditional love.

We at St. George?s have been on a similar journey of loss, grief, salvation, and transformation this 
past year. Our old life as a community was swept away, leaving us to ponder our purpose. Through our 
discernment groups, we wrestled with this very same truth as Moses did- how do we see our life together 
as St. George?s through the eyes of God, rather than the eyes of man? What arose from our prayerful 
reflection was a transformative clarity around who we are called to be, where we are being called to go, 
and how we are called to journey there. From this clarity, our Vestry and clergy, with the support and 
guidance of the Discernment ministry, developed our new Mission, Vision, and Values Statements. We 
believe that these statements deeply reflect God?s call to us as a congregation, how God is calling us to 
love and serve the world next, and who we are meant to be as a community!

To better understand the role of these statements and how they impact our ministry, it is helpful to 
understand what each statement intends. 

A mission statement answers the question, ?What is our purpose?? It succinctly explains why we exist. All 
that we are, do, and dream of is to meet this one purpose. This rarely changes over time.

A vision statement answers the question, ?Where are we going?? It succinctly explains who we are inspired 
to be- who we believe God is calling us to become. The vision does change from time to time as the 
transformation occurs

A values statement answers the question, ?What are our guiding principles?? It succinctly highlights what 
our community values and lives by as we journey into our calling. This statement won?t highlight all the 
values of a community, but raises up the major pillars that guide our decisions
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This fall, we will spend time reflecting on these statements, in all areas of our life together. We will 
ask ourselves how are we already living out our mission and discern what may no longer be assisting us in 
achieving it. We will ask how we are already moving into our vision and what we need to 
change/embrace/let go of in order to move God?s vision for us forward. We will ask how we currently 
embody our values and how we might do so in a new and/or deepened way. This fall will be an exciting time 
of owning who God calls us to be, dreaming of how to work with God in fulfilling this vision, and stepping 
forward boldly and faithfully, as we embrace this course of discovery!

We will begin our conversations on these statements together on Sunday, Sept. 19th at our Annual 
Meeting. In preparation for that time together, I invite you to pray over these three statements and reflect on 
them in relation to St. George?s and your own life. Try them on, let them guide your daily activities; let them 
simmer in your heart. Then we shall gather on Sept. 19th, to dive deep into our life together at St. George?s, 
seeing it not through the eyes of man, but through heaven?s eyes!  

Peace,
Rev. Grant
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A Call to Reparation

When I joined St. George?s, I was asked several times what ministry I had in mind.  Each time my 
response was to wait and see how God leads us together to serve God?s people. 
Since then I have been listening, but from early on, I noticed there is quite a bit of interest and energy in 
our parish community for racial justice work.  So talking with several parishioners and with the support and 
input from Rev. Grant, I have been prayerfully and intentionally discerning where we are called.  After a 
period of exploration, discernment and asking God to lead us to build relationships with the people of 
color, Irvington kept coming into mind.  Irvington is geographically next-door to Maplewood, but relationally 
far away.  
This summer, with the slow pace of summer schedules at church, I had more time to explore ways to enter 
into a dialogue and build a relationship with an organization in Irvington. This is when St. George?s 
received an invitation from our diocese to work with the New Jersey State Department of Health (DOH) in 
their effort to vaccinate people in the towns that have low COVID vaccination rates.  Irvington was one of 
the towns with a low vaccination rate, and we jumped on the opportunity with gratitude ? trusting that God 
is opening a door for us to enter into a relationship with the people of Irvington.
The good news is that on September 22, there will be a healthcare fair at the parking lot of Church Women 
United Food Pantry in Irvington, where people can get COVID vaccination and testing, along with 
addressing other healthcare issues.  It took a few weeks to find the right person in Irvington to work with.  I 
am grateful to Magaly Roman for opening the door to develop a relationship with the director of CWU food 
pantry, Alison Bryant.  Initially, we were focusing on vaccination alone, but talking with Alison, our scope 
changed.  Her clients and the community she is surrounded by also have a great need for wider services, 
such as COVID and HIV testing, blood pressure and diabetes check ups.  The DOH agreed to provide a 
variety of services for this event.  St. George?s is the sponsoring parish for this event, and what we need to 
contribute is not yet determined since the DOH is doing most of the work.  No matter what we need to do, 
we are called to be a loving presence and healing presence to our neighbors.  Please stay tuned for  
announcements near the event date. 
One day, I was having a lunch with a good friend, Rev. Lorna Woodham, who is currently a transitional 
deacon in our diocese and who works at the Newark Courthouse as a social worker for the federal re-entry 
program for probationers.  (By the way, all her clients are people of color.)  When we were talking about 
the DOH?s vaccination program, she spoke of the need at the courthouse to vaccinate her clients and their 
families.  So came another project for vaccination.  Thanks to our parishioner Sharon McSorley, who 
opened the door to pursue this project, Sharon, Lorna and I are now working with the DOH to plan an 
event to vaccinate people associated with the courthouse and in the areas around the courthouse.  St. 
George?s is the sponsoring church for this project as well. 
With our prayers and honest intention to do racial justice work, God is providing us with opportunities.  We, 
at St. George?s, are very aware that we want to have dialogues and build relationships with People of 
Color who are marginalized.  We want to embody God?s love and compassion.  We don?t desire to be 
fixers. 
For me, these vaccination events are reparation ? reparation in a sense that we are paying attention to 
people of color, particularly Black and Brown People, who have been intentionally and systemically 
abused, oppressed, discriminated against, neglected and ill-served in our society.  It is the reparation of 
relationship.  When our racial justice work is in the frame of reparation of relationship, we are practicing 
healing justice.  
Faithfully submitted by,

Sun-Hwan+
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At the beginning of this year, I invited us all to embrace a year 
of Listening. Listening is a spiritual practice that encourages 
us to be present in the moment, invites us to be curious about 
the being in front of us and the place around us. It moves us 

from a space of inner focus to a place of intentional awareness of those outside of ourselves.

The following three stories are examples of how we at St. George's have been practicing listening and 
reveal the transforming power of listening in our daily lives. One story reveals how listening to the Spirit led 
a small group in our parish to organize a community wide discussion on policing. Another reveals how 
listening to the racial history of our country has transformed their understanding of self and the world we 
truly live in. Yet another story reveals how listening to the world around us led a parishioner and a group of 
fellow St. George's to engage our broader community in addressing ecology on our campus.

Each story offers a unique expression of faithful listening that models for us how listening pulls us from 
ourselves and into relationship with those around us. Happy reflecting on these stories and may they 
inspire us to keep listening to God's every speaking Word in the world!

In love,

Rev. Grant

______________________________________________________________________________________
Sacred Ground

Looking back over the past eight sessions of our discussions of the Sacred 
Ground program, I marvel at how much ground we have covered and yet 
how very much more there is to discover.  The readings often lifted a dense 
curtain from my past perceptions of many events in American history.  The 
videos, which included poignant interviews, often revealed just how deep 
are the injustices suffered by so many non-white Americans. 
For example, the segment on the experience of Native Americans living in 
Massachusetts was a huge eye-opener for me as a native of that state who 
learned its history at a young age.  However, the reading and discussion 

that week showed me just how cruelly the Pilgrims treated the natives, how easily they violated the treaties 
the Massasoit held sacred, and how the attitude of white destiny and privilege had deep roots even back in 
the 1620?s. Is it little wonder that white privilege has such power today?
Another segment focused on how the courts and legislatures dealt with the ?whiteness? of immigrants and 
Blacks, especially in the first part of the twentieth century. We learned how the courts determined that 
Armenians could be considered ?white?in Massachusetts, but the Japanese could not in California. We 
learned that Virginia considered someone black if he were 1/16th African; Florida considered 1/8th; and 
Alabama considered just one drop.  What a history we Americans have! 
Some other segments dealt with early slave trading, illustrating out just how Northern whites benefited 
hugely from the trade; the brutality of the Chinese immigrants? experiences in the west; Latino Americans 
as ?foreigners in their own land?, the redlining history of mortgages, and the injustices of the criminal 
?justice? system. 
The readings and videos were powerful and sometimes painful, to be sure, but discussing them with the 
participants in my group was even more valuable. To a person, we often questioned, ?How did we not learn 
these stories, this history?? Each person brought a different dimension to the discussion, based upon their 
lived experiences, their reactions and their feelings. One person?s comments often spurred deeper insights 
as the evening went on.
So, to summarize, my experience with The Sacred Ground program has moved me to question many 
assumptions based on my learned storehouse of historical ?facts?.  Now the challenge remains to go 
forward, armed with new insights, and do better.

Mary Lou Mitchell
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Policing and Restorative Justice

Shortly after Derek Chauvin was convicted on April 20th, our Thursday 
morning St George?s book group was discussing Michael Eric Dyson?s 
book Long Time Coming. An interesting question was asked -?Is policing 
in Maplewood any different after the murder of George Floyd and 
subsequent conviction of Derek Chauvin??Our small group  couldn?t 
answer the question so the idea was born. Why don?t we invite the Mayor 
and Police Chief to discuss policing in Maplewood?

Mayor Frank McGehee actively endorsed the idea and suggested the topic 
?A Conversation about Policing and Restorative Justice in Maplewood?.  A 

moderated conversation with other faith communities in Maplewood and South Orange was decided on as 
an ideal approach.  Before long we had potential dates and Mayor Frank and Police Chief Jimmy DeVaul 
agreed to meet with us; and Rabbi Jesse Olitzky of Congregation Beth El and Rev. Terry Richardson of the 
First Baptist Church of South Orange asked if they could co-sponsor the event with Rev. Grant and St. 
George's.  We were also put in contact with Amelia Nickles, an attorney who is also leading Maplewood 
Restorative Justice efforts. Valyrie Laedlein provided valuable help in planning and moderating, and helped 
to develop 8-10 questions about attitudes within the police department, how leadership tries to assure that 
strategic changes are implanted down the line and how our faith communities might help build justice into 
our missions 

We did have a few hiccups along the way that resulted in needing to reschedule the date to July 22. It was 
perhaps a message from above as in the interim, Moussa Fofana and another young boy were shot at 
Underhill Field. Several additional improvements to our plans were made. A clergy panel joined to discuss 
how faith communities might help in collaborating with our police and elected officials. Not surprisingly 
other issues of racial injustice were also raised for further conversations.

With some trepidation, a few last minute scheduling changes and lots of planning, the conversation was 
held on July 22nd and in total 28 community members from at least 5 congregations joined us.We learned 
about a more diverse and representative police force, the regular use of body cameras, and an ongoing 
commitment to using restorative justice practices in Maplewood. A recording of this Zoom conversation 
with Mayor Frank and Chief DeVaul is available for viewing here: https://youtu.be/s4Ab8-9SpBI 

Follow-up training is being planned for Sept 17?18th and solicitation of volunteer community members to 
help expand the Maplewood Restorative Justice is in progress. If you are interested contact me at 908 
477-0056 and I will put you in touch with Rev Brenda Ehlers or Amelia Nickles.

And think, this all started with a question in a St. George?s book group.Our God does work in mysterious 
ways?  and at times we can feel that hand on our shoulder ?

Paul J. Desjardins

The Highline Comes to Maplewood (with a theological perspective)
Calling All Gardeners, Artists, Beekeepers and Lovers of the Planet!

Imagine the beauty and sustainability of the Highline, of creating a place 
that engages our community and speaks to the theological and scientific 
need to care for the planet in our own front yard! Earlier this Summer a 
small group of St. Georgian's did just that. We devised three goals: 
1) To be better caretakers of our corner of the world. 
2) Proclaim the Gospel in unexpected ways.   
3) Create a more welcoming and inviting experience of who we are as a community.
As we explore our faith, seek to do justice for the planet, climate, & future generations, and strive to be 
agents of transformation and healing we are looking at turning some portion of our church lawn into 
more sustainable, carbon-capturing, pollinator-friendly, and low-maintenance, garden space.  We see 
this as incorporating art and signage that will not only beautify, but also engage the larger community.
We NEED YOU- your time and creativity! If you are interested in participating in this missional project, 
please text Glen Hoffs at 917-733-9057 and we will advise of our next planning meeting.
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Small Groups
Over the past year, one thing has resonated throughout our parish: 
our connections are strongest with each other; the joy of seeing 
another parishioner, online, then in person, reminded us how we 
missed those relationships.

Our small groups started just after COVID-19 wreaked havoc on our 
in-person services. Whether it was reading scripture together, a book, 
our discernment groups, or the thought-provoking Sacred Ground 
program, the opportunity to reflect, connect, and to experience 
formation with others is clearly a cherished part of our community. We 
shared experiences, thoughts and ideas with old friends and new.

We are launching the small group sessions again, hoping that more St. Georgians will be able to join us in 
this opportunity for fellowship and formation In the fall we will use Mark as the basis for our discussion; in 
the spring, we will choose a more contemporary work. Group assignments will be based on your 
availability, and all are encouraged to sign up in person following our homecoming service September 12, 
before our annual meeting September 19, or online until September 26. We imagine groups will begin in 
early October and run for 8-10 weeks, meeting weekly or biweekly.Group facilitators will work out specific 
meeting day/time with their group members.Some groups may choose to meet in person, others via Zoom. 
After the sessions have finished, we will come together as a parish, and see where the spirit leads us.

You can access the Google form at this link:https://bit.ly/StG-SmallGroup

I hope you will consider joining us for this spiritual adventure!

Faith Groups: 
Sharing our Lives, Growing in Faith

Single and Childless: 
Exploring the Spiritual Needs of Families of ONE

Motivated by the January 29 diocesan presentation on small faith groups and following the lead of the 
Holy Spirit, a group of individuals from throughout the diocese continues with a faith group of families of 
one. We refrain from using the term ?singles? as it too often refers to those looking to find a mate, date, or 
?better half?, as if flying solo is something to be fixed, repaired or changed.  Matchmaking is not the 
motivation of this faith group.  Our purpose is to first, acknowledge this all too often ignored segment of the 
greater congregation (which tends to focus primarily on families of more than one), then share the different 
experiences and faith journeys of people who happen to be alone for any variety of reasons. We continue 
to inspire each other to share and explore the unique spiritual needs of families of one especially during 
these trying times of pandemic and high stress levels.  Throughout the year we have grown through the 
sharing of our faith experiences regardless of faith background.  It?s been so fulfilling.

Would you like to share and pray with others in a small group not looking to play matchmaker? Consider 
accepting this invitation to come together to explore and cherish our significance in the growth of our faith 
and God?s love and purpose for us. Meetings continue via ZOOM. Please join in.  If you would like to join 
this faith group, please contact Jane Jubilee by email at jjubilee@dioceseofnewark.org

And let our one and one and more make two and more gathered in God?s name to see where we are led.

ZOOM meeting credentials will be offered to those who respond to this invitation.  
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St. George's Playgroup

Starting Sept. 12th

The St. George's Playgroup will 
meet on the church playground at 

10:15am (between the 9:30am and 
11am services).

Backpack & Technology Blessing

Sunday Sept. 12th

Bring your backpacks, your work bags and 
your technology to be blessed as we enter 

into a new school year.
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Calling all Historians!

Did you know that St. George?s has an attic? It is like so many of our 
own attics. Filled with seasonal décor, ?just in case we need it? items, 
and, of course, nuggets of history.

I can?t even recall why I went up into the attic early this summer 
but I came back down the attic stairs feeling like God pushed me up 
those stairs in the first place. I came down with a treasure. A precious 
treasure.

The attic is filled with visible memories of Christmas pageant 
costumes, the Easter tomb made by Tom Clough, and items left over 
from years gone by. My eyes came upon an old metal filing cabinet 4 
drawers high. How could I resist than to open it?

Behold most of the original service bulletins dating back as early as 1928. Just a few years 
after we became ?St. George?s?. I grabbed one envelope from each 4 decades and brought them home to 
watch the evolution of who we are today.
Is it coincidence, serendipity, or was it listening to the whisper of the Holy Spirit that the revelations in these 
bulletins, in many ways, reveal the deeply rooted origins of our new Mission, Vision, and Values?

Some nuggets:

- Remember that when the church was built it has plain glass windows. Many of the dedications of the 
windows were announced in the bulletins over the years giving life to the names we see on them.

- The Merry Marketplace, under a variety of names, has been a tradition for over NINETY years!
- In March of 1939 Dr. Margaret Richey, St. Georgian and medical missionary, writes to the parish in a 

?Letter from the Front Line Trench?:?There is a farmer boy with a badly infected foot which has to be 
opened without an anesthetic by the grits his teeth and doesn?t cry though beads of perspiration stand 
out all over his pock marked face. Then there is a odd looking little dwarf like man. His face is red and 
swollen , his arms and chest covered with yellowish spots. He is a leper! The best we can do is? .?

Standing up and walking the walk for the injustice seen in our world is not new for St George?s. Dr. Richey 
goes on to say ?however, we will go on, no matter how great the difficulties. It is a challenge to do and give 
of our best and with God?s help we cannot fail.?
What to with this treasure? Shall we ?hide it under a bushel? NO!!?Let?s make it shine!
This is your invitation to embark on a journey to identify how to display, preserve, and document our 
complete history. It is our origins as a parish that has given life to who we are today.
I am not prepared to say how this will all be completed. I am far from an expert in the field of preservation. 
If, like me, you have an interest please join me. If unlike me, you have a talent to share, bring it on!
We will convene a group to get together in October sometime. The more the merrier. Commitment is 
?whatever you can offer?.
I may be reached at Sharon.mcsorley@aol.com or text/call me at 908-514-6354

Our annual Merry Marketplace Holiday Gala preparation is in full 
swing.  Please consider if you have something to donate to make 
our silent and live auction the most successful yet.  We are 
especially seeking:

- A week at your wonderful vacation home
- Services (finance, taxes, decorating, etc.)
- Classes (for kids or adults)
- Experiences (theatre tickets, tours, dinners, curling lessons!)
- Some special pieces of furniture or home décor
- Unique gifts for kids, adults, pets
- Giftcards to local favorite places

 Please contact Ciara McElroy at (973) 975-8810 if you have something you would like to donate.  

Thank you for your continued generosity.

Merry Market place Holiday Gala
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St. George?s tackles food insecurity
Food insecurity exists in every county across the United States, from the 
poorest neighborhoods to the most affluent. Parents skip meals so they can 
feed their children, seniors choose between buying medicine and food, and 
students decide between their education and food. These tough choices are 
an unfortunate reality for many of our New Jersey neighbors. ? Community 
Foodbank Report
St. George?s Church continues to do its part in tackling food insecurity and 
helping our neighbors. Here?s how you can help: Food pantry collections of shelf-stable items will be 
gathered on the second Sunday of each month at St. George?s and donated as follows:

- Sept 12th ? Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church
- Oct 10th ? St. Joseph Catholic Church
- Nov 14th ? Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
- Dec 12th ? Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church

Donations may be put in the food barrels at the church entrances. Specific food requests will be posted in 
the weekly Snapshot..

Nor t h Porch Wom en & Infant s? Cent ers
North Porch continues to work under COVID-19 protocols. They have switched 
from meeting clients in their offices to providing assistance and counsel by phone. 
On Tuesdays each week, members of the board meet in Dover and put together 
bags for clients based on their needs. Bags containing essential items are 
delivered to clients outdoors in Newark, Dover, Hackettstown, and Morristown.  
One center remains open in Jersey City. Thanks to support and donations from 

parishes like ours, clients can come for the first 3 years of their baby?s life, and now receive services every 
two months, rather than every three months as done in the past. The need continues to be great as prices 
for diapers and baby food rise.

You can contribute at any time, and, in the upcoming period, we will have a special Fifth Sunday collection 
on October 31st.  A food barrel for donations is situated in the vestibule off the parking lot and items are 
regularly collected and taken to North Porch for quick distribution.  Other ways to give:  Yu can visit 
http://northporch.org/make-a-donation/ to make a financial donation today or  you can visit Amazonsmile 
and they will ship directly to North Porch 

 Hosting at Christine?s Kitchen 

on January 17th, Martin Luther King Jr. Day

http://northporch.org/make-a-donation/?fbclid=IwAR3R8JEvnGwT5zJEgOUS2hLceWQp9Ho3AXGyw3-N9cGDcD9cW4Pvny0u0rg
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR PARTNERS

MEND Hunger Relief 
Network

The food pantries we 
support benefit from their affiliation with MEND.  
MEND is an interfaith network of over 20 member food 
pantries and community partners located throughout 
Essex County. MEND?s hunger relief network, the 
largest in Essex County, has been providing food to 
individuals and families in need since 1980.
MEND is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation that 
strengthens and supports its food pantry network by 
providing supplemental fresh and healthy food, funds, 
volunteers, and a monthly forum for collaboration. 
MEND also advocates for policies to improve the 
quality of life for those in need in the County. Member 
pantries benefit from MEND?s economies of scale and 
support, while retaining their independence.
If you are interested in finding out more and perhaps 
volunteering for them, follow this link: 
https://mendnj.org/volunteer/. 

News from Family Promise of Essex County

St. George?s was a founding partner in setting up 
IHN and has provided temporary shelter to families 
on a rotational basis for many, many years.  In light 
of the pandemic, IHN had to rethink its housing 
program and switch to a different model.  Although 
we couldn?t help with shelter, we were able to 
support them with a financial grant last year. Join 
Family Promise for the Walk for Change.  This is a 
hybrid event to walk together and raise funds and 
awareness.  For more information, go to 
www.FPEssexNJ.org

Compline
The intimacy of praying with another person is a beautiful experience. Since 
the early days of the pandemic in 2020 Rev. Grant and other St. Georgians 
have prayerfully recorded the ancient ceremony of Night Prayer, also known as 
Compline. Compline allows us to stay connected in a new way. 
To date we have experienced Compline as written in our own Book of Common 
Prayer, The New Zealand Prayer Book, and now we will introduce Night Prayer 
as written by J. Philip Newell, a warden of the lay religious community of Iona 
Abby in Western Scotland. Holy and historic Iona is also called a ?thin place?. 

One of a number of places in the world where the distance between heaven and earth is so thin that one 
can get a glimpse of the divine.
What makes this version of evening prayer so lovely is that there are 6 different themes prayed on different 
nights: 

- Justice and Peace
- Prayers for Healing
- The Goodness of Creation and Care for the Earth
- Commitment to Christ
- The Communion of Heaven and Earth
- Welcome and Hospitality

We have had hundreds and hundreds of views over the past 18 months. Recordings may be heard every 
night on our Facebook page. A different recording is posted every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. As you 
prepare to release the day into the night, you are invited to pray with us. One does not need to be on 
Facebook at join us in prayer. There is a link on the Friday snapshot. 
Celtic Prayers from Iona, may be ordered from WORD in Maplewood and a few copies are available from Sharon McSorley (text 
908-514-6354) The cost is $16.95 ea

https://mendnj.org/volunteer/
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550 Ridgewood Rd. Maplewood, NJ, 07040
973-762-1319

www.stgeorges-maplewood.org
Find us on Facebook and Youtube
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