
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. -----Romans 6:4

 Recently, I was having a conversation with one of the parents in our congregation. When I asked how 
things at home were going, he shared with me the saga of their daughter beginning to teeth. With a tired, 
yet tender expression in his voice, he shared with me how one moment their little one could be giggling 
and smiling, singing a little happy song, then all of a sudden falls into a deep, bellowing shriek, one that 
scares you half to death! The pain of those little teeth coming in moves that happy child to tears and 
screaming. Over a year or so, this process will play itself out- with that pain coming and going and new 
teeth start to form and grow. ?Yet, even with that pain and the screaming it causes?, he said, ?with those 
new teeth she becomes even cuter and she has more power to chew. It?s good for her.? With those new 
teeth, that child is able to eat a wider variety of foods and she is more capable of developing speech. In 
the long run, the new life she receives by those teeth outweighs the pain that she feels as they are coming 
in. The pain is a good thing-- it?s a growing pain. 

   As I listened to his story, I was reminded of the growing pains in our baptisms, how this same sort of 
growth and transformation occurs over our lifetime through those sacred waters. Just as those new teeth 
cause some pain and discomfort when they come in, so too does our baptism cause some discomfort 
and pain for us as the new life God gifts us in baptism starts to take root. We become uncomfortable with 
the injustice we see in the world that we once saw as acceptable. We experience pain as we take an 
honest inventory of whom we are and what needs to change within to authentically live the new life we 
are given. We wrestle with owning our place as a member of the community, rather than an individuals 
living for ourselves. We wrestle with Jesus and his teachings, finding both newfound power and life within 
them, alongside discomfort and pain as they rub against the old way of life we seek to be released from. 

 As our new life in Jesus begins to emerge, though it is painful and uncomfortable at times, we see the 
great benefits of it. We no longer live for ourselves alone, but seek the welfare of the world around us. We 
walk more humbly and gently, sharing love, compassion, and grace to all we meet. We are not bent low by 
the failures and challenges of this world, but walk through them with the sure confidence that God?s love 
and power are stronger than the powers and principalities that seek to divide and abuse us. We remove 
ourselves from the center of life and rest peacefully in the knowledge that God is at the center of it all, 
caring for all our needs. The pain and discomfort is good, because it helps us grow into our new life with 
Christ. 

 This past year we have had lots of growing pains: learning how to be in relationship online, seriously 
looking at who we are and where still have some work to do within, finding new ways to serve the wider 
community?s needs when the old ways are lost to us, discovering unknown strength and leaning into 
persevering with God, letting go of who we thought we were to embrace who we are becoming, just to 
name a few. Yet, the pain is ultimately good because it aided us in claiming our new life together as a 
community of Christ and prepared us to live this new life boldly and with joy! As we take this summer to 
rest and recover from a hard year, let?s ponder the growth that has occurred in us as a community this 
past year, in us as individuals. Let?s celebrate the new life that is within us, let?s claim it- so that we may 
live it boldly, live it faithfully, live it joyfully! 

Peace,

Rev. Grant



?Everyone took this as an opportunity to dig in and be challenged by what it means to be Christian in this 
moment.?

?There was a sense of forward momentum ? a seriousness of needing to move forward, to challenge 
ourselves.?

?We?re ready to grow and change ? but we?re still exploring where we are headed.?

These were just a few of the reflections shared by Discernment Team members* as they reflected on the 
series of discussions held during the Lenten season.  Six small groups, involving a total of 49 St. Georgians 
(including the team members who facilitated the sessions), met for a series of three Spirit-infused meetings 
to explore the following themes:

Building on the themes that emerged in the Fall process, we listened to Scripture, discerned, and discussed 
what we at St. George?s are called to be and do as we look ahead.  A few of the emerging themes were 
these:

- We are a community of seekers, talented and creative, joyful, loving, accepting, desiring to be close, 
and willing to be vulnerable.

- While steeped in Episcopal tradition, we have been a force for change in the wider Church and 
question where we are called to change and grow now.

- As we seek to listen to the Spirit and listen to others, we want to cross boundaries to connect with 
others, challenge our [White] privilege and language, practice radical hospitality to welcome all ? 
reaching beyond our walls and committing to anti-racism.

- We seek to be intentional about living as Christians and being a place of relevance and reconciliation 
- attuned to the world around us, committed to working for social justice, and transforming what too 
often passes for ?Christianity? today.  

- We seek to evolve our concept of church ? reaching out to expand our understanding of how we ?do 
church? and meet the needs of the next generation and those without a religious tradition. 

The Vestry will now build upon the themes that emerged from both the Fall and Lenten discernment series, 
to shape Mission and Vision statements that will guide St. George?s direction going forward.  A big ?thank 
you? to all the parishioners who participated so faithfully throughout this process!

* Discernment Team members during the Lenten season:  Darby DeBonis; Tilly-Jo Emerson; Ron Garner; 
Valyrie Laedlein, Chair; Rev. Grant Mansfield; Lindsay McHugh; Dan Mitchell; Mark Roy









North Porch Women & Infants? Centers

We continue to support North Porch, a ministry to mothers, caregivers, 
and their children under the age of three.  North Porch saw a one-third 
increase in numbers of new clients coming for help in 2020 and has 
continued to experience higher need in 2021.  

You can contribute at any time and, in the upcoming period, we will 
have special Fifth Sunday collections in May and August.  Our next 
Fifth Sunday collection will be on May 30th.  We will be collecting 
donations throughout the month of May (?Mothers? Month?) and 
welcome baby wipes, diapers, formula and baby toiletries.  A food barrel for donations is situated in the 
vestibule off the parking lot and items are regularly collected and taken to North Porch for quick distribution. 

Other ways to give: You can order from Amazonsmile and they will ship directly to North Porch or you can 
visit http://northporch.org/make-a-donation/ to make a financial donation today.

St. George?s tackles food insecurity
The Community Foodbank of New Jersey reports that ?1.2 million 
people in New Jersey face hunger every day. Nearly 400,000 of 
them are children. When they don?t have enough food to eat, they 
can suffer direct and dramatic effects on their physical 
development and mental well-being.
Food insecurity exists in every county across the United States, 
from the poorest neighborhoods to the most affluent. Parents skip 
meals so they can feed their children, seniors choose between 
buying medicine and food, and students decide between their 
education and food. These tough choices are an unfortunate 
reality for many of our New Jersey neighbors?.
St. George?s Church continues to do its part in tackling food insecurity and helping our neighbors. 
Donations often slow down during the summer but food is still needed. 

Here?s how you can help: Food pantry collections of shelf-stable items will be gathered on the second 
Sunday of each month at St. George?s and donated as follows:

- May 9th ? Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
- June 13th? Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church
- July 11th ? St. Joseph Catholic Church
- August 8th ? Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Donations may be put in the food barrels at the church entrances. Specific food requests will be posted in 
the weekly news.

http://northporch.org/make-a-donation/?fbclid=IwAR3R8JEvnGwT5zJEgOUS2hLceWQp9Ho3AXGyw3-N9cGDcD9cW4Pvny0u0rg


Community Food Bank of NJ.
The Community FoodBank (CFBNJ) serves as a critical part of the 
state?s emergency response plan and has been working to provide 
nutritious food to those suffering from the pandemic?s staggering 
economic effects.  To meet increased need and to account for 
additional cleaning and social distancing protocols, CFBNJ has 
shifted to a 3-shift, 24-hour operation.  
Since the start of the pandemic:

- CFBNJ has provided enough nutritious food for 83 million meals.  
- 25% of the food supplied was fresh produce.
- 450,000 meals were provided to kids and their families.
- 283,000 emergency meal kits were distributed.
- 182,5000 frozen meals were prepared and packed for homebound seniors.
- 2.700 neighbors were provided with SNAP application assistance.

You can donate to the Food Bank through this link: https://cfbnj.org/?form=donate 

https://cfbnj.org/?form=donate
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